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SAHARA MINE

Location

The Sahara Mine is a new mine in an old mining district.
A new declining entry will be d.riven from a 'surface site
located. on unpatented mine claims in Section 15, Township
22 S., Range L4 8., in Emery County, Utah. , The surface. 'site has a vegetation cover of less than 10 percent with
various annuals being the d.ominant species. Perennial
species likely to be found in the area would include:

Fourwing Saltbush - Atriplex canesceus
' Rubber Rabbitbrush - Chrysothamnus nauseosus

Shadscale Saltbush - Atriplex confertifolia
:.-.1ndi,anRicegrass.oryzopiishymenoid'es]..
There is an average of six inches of sandy clay soil'with
a pH of 9.0 Lo 9.7 at the site. There are no natural'bodies
of water i-n the vicinity except the San Rafae1 River which
is approximately % mile to the southwest. .surface runoff

.. .collects in small ephemeral drainages which drain into
dry washes.



SAHARA MINE

Mine Plan

A declining entry'wi1l be driven 3r000 feet in a.,northeast
direction from the surface site to the uranium ore reserves.
A11 ore and waste rock will be transport€d out of the single
entry by trackless vehicles.

'.The surface site;rshould d.isturb. iro more than 13.5.acres.'. This wi1l.aIlow ample room for necessary support,'facilities
(shop, dry and offj-ce buildings), top soil stockpiles, ore
pads, developmental rock stockpiles and al.l. reclamation
activities. This also includ.es two future .vent holes and
the access road. to the vent hole sites. Developmental
rock will be stockpiled.on a designated area which will
insure the integrity of the dry.wash near'the mine site. . i!....-. ..:..I Ore will be stockpiled.;at-...tl.re mine site .until it is trucked. ': ''

. to the proposed. mill in Blandirg, Utah

Access to the mine site will be by way of State- Highway
U-24 connecting to a company maintained. access road.. The ",'
access .road. will .disturb .a total ,lf 1.1 acres. ...

Drilling has indicated. that there will be a mine water
discharge. An NPDES permit has been applied for from the
EPA. The location of the mine water treatment pond.s is
indicated on the map

To maintain the integrity' of the treatment ponds a'diver-
sion d.itch will be constructed of sufficient size to handle
a ten-year event. The mine water will be treated with
BaClz before.being released from, the treatment ponds. ..,



SAHARA MINE

Reclamation

Prj-or to construction, topsoi-I will be removed. and.'stock-
piled in a sufficj-ent amount.to provid.e an average of six
inches. cover for the abandoned sukface site
Upon final aband.onment of the Sahara mining operation, dff'
extraneous debris, scrapmetal, d.iscard.ed wood. and unusable
build.ings will be removed from the site. The mine portal
and ventilation boreholes will be sealed to prevent un-
authorized or accidental entry. .The developmental waste-
rock stockpiles will be recontoured. to a stable slope of" approximately 2:L or less as cond,itions will permit. Sur-

. face drainage will be contoured.to prevent water ponding.
. Topsoil will 'be respread to an average d.epth of six inches
over those portionb of'the.site covered with developmental.
wasterock or. gravel. The water treatment ponds will be
buried to a sufficient d.epth to minimize the hazard to the'
public. All d.isturbed areas wilJ- be scarified,.broad.cast-. seeded., and drag'covered using the specified. seed mixture
on MR form 2'Page 3. A11 disturbed areas will be monitored
and reseeded as necessary. Fencing will be employed to
protect the seeded. areas as it is warranted by grazLng
pressure on the seed.ed areas. The use of soil amendments
and surface manipulations will be used. if need.ed and shown
to be ef fectj-ve in revegetation test plots.

At all times, the mining activity will be conducted in
such a manner as to minimize visual and. environmental
degradation to'the area. Only areas which are essential
to the minj-ng operation will. be d.isturbed.. The disturbed.

. areas will be stabilized. 'and. rehabilitated. .at the earliest
.'"., opportPn+ty :: ,,. r,. ,, .r .,',,.j;.i.:,.. ...,i.::",:.i-"i, t. -.'-"7.;r;".;1.,;i.li;l##...
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